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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF THE ASSOCIATION OF SURGEONS OF SOUTH AFRICA HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 15th JULY 2020 VIA ZOOM (18h00) 

 
PRESENT: P Goldberg (Chair)  PG M Renene (Treasurer) MR 
  T Hardcastle (Vice-Chair) TH C Warden (Secretary) CW 
  I Buccimazza (President) IB A Ndhluni (Recruitment) AN 
  T Madiba (Past-President) TM 
  30 Members as per Registration Report 
 
APOLOGIES:  P Navsaria  B Natha I Conradie R Botha F Rademan 
     R Pretorius  A Kruger S Cox  T Lowan 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  S Parkes  SP    A McLean  AMcL 
 
1 Welcome and acceptance of proxies 

PG welcomed everyone to the first on-line AGM ever. A quorum was acknowledged. As this 
is not a voting year, proxies were not called for. PG advised that the first on-line Exco 
meeting had been successfully held on 11 July 2020. 
 

2 Apologies and Acknowledgements 
Apologies were noted (as recorded) and no acknowledgements were noted. 
 

3 Obituaries 
Syd Cywes, father of the Red Cross Hospital, died a few months ago. He was in his 90’s. 
Heinz Rode is preparing an obituary for the SAJS. 
A minute of silence was observed 
 

4. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous AGM held on 19th August 2019 
Circulated and taken as read.  Accepted:  I Buccimazza     Seconded:   S Pillay 
 

5 President’s report - IB 
It is one of the highest honours of my professional career to serve as President of 
ASSA. This privilege does not come with the responsibility of running the 
Association. In this regard, I acknowledge those who keep ASSA on course: the 
Steering and Executive Committees under the very able chairmanship of Professor 
Goldberg, and the superb administrative staff Mrs. Alison McLean and Mrs. Susan 
Parkes. 
How are we doing? Collectively as an Association, and individually. My report will 
enumerate some of the storms we have weathered and are still weathering. 
The tumultuous events of the past year would do justice to a Dickensian novel. To 
selectively paraphrase from “A tale of two cities” “It was the worst of times ……it was 
the epoch of incredulity ……it was the season of darkness ….it was the winter of 
despair.” 
Late last year the spectre of the NHI was once again raised. Although a very noble 
aspiration, there are still many concerns around its feasibility. These you echoed in 
the survey we circulated to you at the time. More importantly, 60% of you feel that 
ASSA should advocate for surgeons and surgical patients within the NHI. We shall 



heed your clarion call when the discussions are re-opened. 
This was followed by the arrest of two colleagues following the death of a child after 
an elective procedure. We issued a strong statement deploring the circumvention of 
normal processes and the public prosecution of these colleagues. We further 
pledged to advocate that healthcare be free from any form of meddling. 
And then an unprecedented event literally brought the world to a standstill. The novel 
COVID-19 pandemic currently rampaging across the globe has disrupted our lives 
and disorganized our routines.   
Surgeons globally (we are not alone in this predicament) are facing one of the 
greatest challenges in modern times. For the past 4 months, nothing has been 
conventional: remote consultations and remoted MDTs have become the norm; our 
services have been drastically reduced; in some cases, our staff has been re-
deployed and theatres re-purposed to accommodate the tsunami of COVID 
infections. For the first time, many of us are probably feeling redundant and 
questioning our relevance. 
How does one remain motivated when figuratively, our hands have been severed? 
I remind you that surgeons play a very important part in the healthcare system – 
regardless of the situation. Surgeons are natural leaders. Now, more than ever, we 
need to use our leadership skills to provide input in policies and guidelines. FoSAS 
has taken the lead and issued comprehensive, cogent guidelines in respect of 
surgical services. The situation is very fluid; these guidelines will need to be 
amended as risk requires further mitigation, or decreases – be part of this process. 
In order to remain relevant, we need to re-shape our role in this pandemic. If the 
obsidian knife is currently superfluous, embrace risk management at your local 
facility; practice in the skills laboratory; utilize technology to teach remotely or make 
videos; embark on research around the pandemic. ASSA has embraced technology 
and commenced online registrar tutorials on Thursdays – these are very popular and 
will be expanded to qualified surgeons. Many institutions in SA are part of the 
COVIDSurg study. This group has recently published a paper in the Lancet on 30-
day key global surgical indicators following elective and emergency surgery during 
the COVID period. We need such data to inform important decisions around 
recommencing surgery.  
What about our personal needs? How do we deal with the fear of infecting loved 
ones; the guilt of not providing a service; or concerns around providing financially for 
our dependents? These all take a toll on our psychological well-being and there 
needs to be a platform to address these. I have proposed that we create a forum on 
our ASSA website where members can raise concerns and fears, offer suggestions 
for coping, post motivational quotes or simply ask for help.   
In closing, we owe it to ourselves, our profession and our society to maintain the high 
standards we have set ourselves, to nurture excellence and continue to achieve 
great outcomes. Let us not lose hope, but rise above our current challenges and true 
to our surgical temperament, lead the way during these turbulent times. 
Thank you for your kind attention. 
INES BUCCIMAZZA 
2020 
 

6 Chairman’s report - PG 
The current times are extremely challenging. Everything has changed. Jobs, 
patients, incomes, lives, freedom of movement denied. There are no patients to 
teach under- and post-graduate students on. Teaching has undergone major 
changes. Before Easter weekend PG and Adam Boutall ran the first of a successful 
Zoom tutorial for registrars which 70 people (max allowed on our platform is 100) 



logged in. Due to the interest and also disappointment of those who were unable to 
join for various reasons, ASSA upgraded to a professional zoom product, which 
allows up to 500 participants. We now have up to 180 registrars, medical officers, 
consultants logging in every week. We have participants from Botswana, Namibia, 
Zimbabwe and Zambia logging in. CPD points are available. The tutorials are 
recorded and made available to paid up ASSA members and free to registrars on the 
ASSA website. Academic Heads of Surgery have indicated that where available, 
links to their on-line teaching will be made available via the ASSA website. We are 
instituting an on-line survey to these tutorials for additional feedback. A pay-per-view 
of R250 will be offered to non-ASSA members, and we are hoping this will 
encourage membership of the Society. We are also hoping to increase traffic to the 
website.  We have not been successful in building up traffic.  Twitter and FaceBook 
needs to be worked on. HB is taking control of this. Anything of interest should be 
sent to HB to this end. Our aim is to serve our members with these additional on-line 
platforms. 
An ASSA on-line Grand Round is being planned for later this year by Sandie 
Thomson and other past-presidents of ASSA. 
Sanofi no longer sponsors our website, and EthiQal stopped after a year. We were 
approached by Finance Partners (underwritten by Genoa) who are hoping to break 
into the South African medical insurance market. They offered a 3 – 5 year contract, 
wanting only their logo and a link to their site on our landing page. They also promise 
access to ethics CPD annually. The sponsorship will pay for the required upgrades to 
our website, which are comprehensive. 
ASSA is involved with the Global Surgery initiative (Prof Emanuel Makassa, and 
MDS of Wits) in developing a National Surgery Plan for South Africa, which will then 
be shared with the SADC countries.  
Our outreach to Mthatha is on hold due to Covid but will resume as soon as we are 
able. We hope to extend this to University of Limpopo. 
Paul Goldberg 
Chairman 
 
PG was congratulated on keeping ASSA on course, and acceptance of Genoa 
Insurance offer of sponsorship was approved. Free Access to the weekly tutorials for 
neighbouring countries and registrars was applauded. Medical Officers wanting 
access to the recorded tutorials will be required to join ASSA at a nominal fee of 
R600 p.a. 
 

7 Financial Report – MR 
 
MR gave a comprehensive power-point presentation of our current financial position  
(The Annual Financial Statements are available on request)  
Overview of the current Membership statistics 
 

1 Total number of paid up members 
as at 8 July 2020 

   

 Members in credit: 6   

 Members fully paid-up: 289   

 Sub total 295   
     



2 Number of members not paid up 176 19 

Owe less than 
R1000.00 (includes 
associate and 
retired members 
with SAJS) 

 Total members at 8 July 2020 471 114 
Full members owing 
for 2020 (i.e. 
R2200.00) 

   20 Owing for two years 

   12 
Assoc/retired 
members owing two 
or more years 

   11 Owing for three 
years 

   0 Owing more than 
three years 

   176  
      

3 Membership fees 2020     
  Membership fees invoiced for 2020 R839,460.00   

 Arrears c/fwd from 2019 R93,243.27   
 Total billed 2020 R932,703.27   
 Total paid as at 8 July 2020 R507,195.00    

 Total outstanding as at 8 July 2020  R425,508.27   

 
         

4 Total number of members    
     
4.1 Full members  370   
4.2 Honorary life members 4   
4.3 Honorary life vice presidents  5   
4.4 Associate members 18   

 Registrar/Trainee 6   
4.5 International members 17   
4.6 Retired members (with SAJS) 18   

4.7 Retired (no fee) 33   
 Total 471   
     
     

5 
Administrative fees from 
societies  BILLED PAID BALANCE 

 HPBASA R 18,200.00 R 18,200.00 R0.00 
 PAAS R 8,000.00 R 8,000.00 R0.00 
 SACRS R 5,800.00 R 5,800.00 R0.00 
 SASES R 66,000.00 R 66,000.00 R0.00 
 SASSiT R 6,500.00 R 6,500.00 R0.00 
 SRS R 5,800.00 R 5,800.00 R0.00 
 VASSA R 66,000.00 R 66,000.00 R0.00 
  R 176,300.00 R176,300.00 R0.00 
     

6 Cancellations, resignations during 
period  21 January 2020 - 8 July 
2020 (since last meeting) 

4   

     



 

Members Suspended for non 
payment of fees for more than 3 
years 

7   

     
7 Retired 2   

     
8 New members joining since last 

meeting in Jan 2020 19 
6 surgeons, 1 international, 7 Medical 
Officers, 5 Registrars 

 
In view of the financial implications suffered by many of our members due to Covid, it was 
decided not to increase the annual fee in a show of solidarity. The lack of additional income 
(which provides our running costs) will be more than offset by the money saved by having 
on-line Executive meetings. 
 
ASSA have undergone their first official audit (by JN Auditors) and the AFS is available on 
request. We are moving to the Xero accounting platform, and our accounting functions will 
be moved to JNA, whilst our Investment Portfolio will remain with PTI. Until now, PTI have 
undertaken various accounting functions for ASSA, which was a favour to Peter Jeffery 
many year ago, but it is recognised that this is not their core business.  Our finances are not 
as simple as they once were, and we believe that procuring a recognised accounting firm to 
undertake what has become quite onerous, is the best way forward. 
 
MBULELO RENENE 
Treasurer 
 
MV voiced his concern that with no increase in membership fees (which cover operating 
costs), ASSA might be forced to use its reserves. He added that the fact that the last 
congress virtually ran at a loss, this was a concern. He also pointed out that in the current 
climate the 2021 congress may also run at a loss.  PG said he is confident this will be offset 
by savings made by on-line Exco meetings bi-annually. 
MK said that using the Drakensburg venue as opposed to one of the International 
Conference Centres (who charge up to R4m) would be a huge saving in itself. 
 
MR was congratulated of taking a very complicated financial history, and making it 
understandable to our members. He was also congratulated on his forward thinking and the 
plans he intends to make to our accounting system. 
All the suggested changes put forward by MR were supported by those present. 
Proposed:  C Warden     Seconded:  S Pillay 
 

8 Secretary’s Report - CW 
As current ASSA affairs have been so well covered, CW had nothing to add. She 
congratulated PG on the initiative of the on-line tutorials, and the direction the 
website is taking.  

9 Awards 
a) Honorary Life Membership 

 
IB:  
John Robbs (UKZN) is an icon and a giant in South African surgery. He was Head of 
Surgery at UKZN for many years, he was a wonderful mentor and a great supporter of 
research. On retirement he went into private practice, but has now retired from surgical 
practice. He is well deserving of this award. 
 
MR: 
Chris McCosh (East London) was born in Umtali (then Rhodesia) on 15 April 1940. He 
went to Milton High School in Bulawayo. He obtained BSc Hons. in Astrophysics at UCT in 
1959, and then returned to Rhodesia to teach physics and mathematics A Levels in Gwelo 



for 2 years. He returned to UCT where he lectured in astrophysics, and then went to UK to 
obtain his teaching diploma at Kings School in Wimbledon UK.  
He went back to UCT to get his MBBCh, and graduated in 1972. He stayed at Groote Schuur 
for his internship and registrar training, and obtained his FCS(SA).  After obtaining his FRCS 
(Edin) and (Glasgow) he went on to become a consultant at both Frere Hospital and Cecilia 
Makilwane in East London for two years (1981-1982). In 1982 he went into private practice 
at St Dominics and the Life group of hospitals, but carried on with a part-time consultancy at 
the two provincial hospitals mentioned. He was an ATLS instructor from 1998 to 2019. He 
retired from private practice at the age of 81 in June 2020, still practising his very high 
standards of patient care. He is married with two sons and two daughters, and has been a 
member of ASSA for well over 10 years. I strongly recommend him for this award in 
recognition. 
 
This award was put forward at the ASSA Exco held in January 2020, but ratification was 
delayed until this Annual General Meeting. 
 

b) Honorary Life Vice-President:  ZK 
 

Jan Hendrik Reynor Becker has an illustrious history in Surgery. 
His Academic Qualifications are: 

• MBChB – UP – 1972 (Distinction Ophthalmology) 
• MMed Surgery – UP – 1979 (Cum Laude) 
• FCS(SA) Surgery – CMSA – 1979 
• FRCS Surgery (Edinburgh) – 1980 
• FRCS Paed. Surgery (Glasgow) – 1981 

 
Positions held include: 
Department of Health: Intern – 1973 
                                    Senior House Officer – 1974 
                                    Registrar Surgery – 1975 – 1979 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children – Senior Registrar – 1980 – 81 
University of Glasgow – Senior Lecturer in Paediatric Surgery – 1980 – 81 
HF Verwoerd Hospital (Steve Biko Academic Hospital) and University of Pretoria: 
     Head of Paediatric Surgery and Principle Specialist – January 1981 – February 1993 
     Associate Professor of Surgery (1982)  
     Full Professor of Surgery (August 1987)  
     Head: Department of Surgery – February 1993 – December 2012 
Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University (Department of Surgery) – 2013 to present 
 
Research Activities: 
- Has supervised and trained well over 120 registrars during his career as a surgeon 
- This includes 15 international students that he trained – some of these have gone on to 

be international experts 
- He has published widely 

 
Membership of National and International bodies: 
- British Association of Paediatric Surgeons 
- South African Association of Paediatric Surgeons 
- Association of Surgeons of South Africa (current) 
- Surgical Research Society of Southern Africa (current) 
- Vascular Society of South Africa (founder member) 
- Medical Association of South Africa – President of the Northern Transvaal (Gauteng) 

Branch (1990 to present) 
- Kidney Transplant Association of South Africa 
- South African Association of Medical Education 
- South African Society of Parenteral an Enteral Nutrition 



- Academic Medical Personnel Association (Founder member and Chairman) 
- South African Academy of Science and the Arts – current 
- South African Burns Association 
- South African Gastronomical Society (membership limited) 
- South African Children Cancer Study Group (founder member) 
- South African Gastroenterology Society – current 
- Committee on Surgical Guidelines Development (Chairman) 
 
Other Educational and Pedagogic courses presented: 
Post graduate – American College of Surgeons: 
- ATLS 
- BSS 
 
Leadership Roles: 
Apart from his Headship roles at University of Pretoria he was President of the Surgical 
Research Society of Southern Africa, a position he held with great distinction. He was also 
the President of the Association of Surgeons of South Africa (ASSA). 
 
Professor Becker has spent his entire professional life in dedication to the craft of surgery. 
His pursuit of excellence is relentless. We recognize his extensive experience and enormous 
ability to teach at SMU, and invited him to be a member of our Faculty when he retired. This 
was the best decision we ever made as a department. The contributions he has made and 
continues to make has permanently changed the trajectory of our department.  He is a 
professional through and through.  He is always on time and always eager to help. 
 
Zach Koto 
2020 
 
 
The above nominations were unanimously supported at the recent Exco meeting, 
and were approved by all present at the AGM. The recipients will be notified. 

10 ASSA/Sanofi Travelling Fellowship 2019 
Dr van Schyff was unable to travel, and will do so once international travel is again allowed. 
Sanofi have withdrawn their sponsorship, and we will seek a new sponsor. It was agreed that 
we will seek sponsorship for both a local and an international fellowship.  
 

11 General  
a) ASSA SAGES 2021 – 19th – 22nd August 2021 – Drakensburg Conference Centre 

Booking has been made at the venue, which has officially changed its’ name to comply with 
Eucomed requirements. If a change to on-line becomes necessary this will be done. An on-
line hybrid model for those unable to attend should be considered, as will adding on-line 
sessions with key International speakers, who are unable to travel, but willing to share 
knowledge. 
 

12 Next Meeting 
The next AGM will be held during the ASSA/SAGES meeting in August 2021. 

  
Minutes assa agm 15 July 2020/jsp 


