
	  

ASSA SANOFI TRAVELLING FELLOWSHIP 2013 
 
I’m grateful to ASSA and SANOFI-AVENTIS for providing 
me with the opportunity to expand my skill and 
knowledge base through the travelling fellowship. 
I’m aware that the quality of applicants was high and I 
consider myself fortunate as the chosen one. 
 
A special thanks to the Chairman of ASSA: Prof Martin 
Veller for administering the fellowship and considering my 
application. 
 
I would like to thank the Chairman of Department of 
Surgery at Medunsa: Prof Zach Koto for his words of 
motivation and consistent support. 
 
I would also like to thank the Secretary of ASSA: Mr Mike 
Klipin for his words of encouragement. 
 
I’m very thankful to the President of ALS (GB & I): Prof Tim 
Rockall for his warm welcome and making my stay in your 
unit as pleasant as possible. I really felt as part of the 
team. 
 
The 2013 Travelling Fellowship was awarded in honour 
and memory of the Late Malusi Shabangu who was the 
SANOFI rep for Clexane. 
 



	  

The Minimal Access Therapy Training Unit (MATTU) is 
situated in Guildford and located opposite the Royal 
Surrey County Hospital (RSCH) and University of Surrey.  
 
The MATTU is mainly a training centre for all surgical 
specialities and has various courses for General Surgery 
including Colorectal, HPB, Upper GI, Gynae & Urology.  
 
The training is accomplished through a combination of 
lectures and hands-on practical work to improve dexterity.  
 
The colorectal unit exposed me to various aspects of 
colorectal surgery including Laparoscopic colorectal 
surgery (HD & 3D HD), Robotic-assisted colorectal 
surgery, TEO and Open colorectal surgery.  I also had the 
opportunity and exposure in Hepatobiliary Surgery. The 
RSCH houses Regional HPB services and I was exposed to 
Laparoscopic hepatectomy and Laparoscopic distal 
pancreatectomies and Whipple resection. 

 
DAY MORNING AFTERNOON  
Monday Half-day surgery: 

Rockall 
MATTU  

Tuesday Full-day Theatre: 
Rockall  

  

Wednesday Day surgery: 
Rockall/ Jourdan 

Colorectal 
MDT meeting 

 

Thursday Full-day theatre:   



	  

Stebbing/Jourdan 
Friday OPD Endoscope  
 
There were many moments of awe during my visit but not 
everything can be highlighted.  It would also be difficult 
to enumerate what I’ve learned as it is a work in progress. 
 
I found the following aspects very impressive: 
 

1. A well organized hospital system 
2. The attitude of staff (Surgeons, Anaesthetist, Nurses) 

towards their duties  
3. A consultant driven service 
4. Patient characteristics: well informed and presented 

early 
5.  Adherence to established protocol 

 
I’m fortunate that the institution I’m based at is pro-
laparoscope and it therefore offers me the opportunity to 
implement what I had learned in Guildford. 
 
My interest in laparoscopic colorectal surgery has been 
strengthened by the fellowship and it can only benefit the 
South African public that I’ll be serving. 
 
It is my humble opinion that the organizational structures 
within our Health-care system can be improved to match 
or even better standards offered elsewhere. 



	  

 
The experience gained through the travelling fellowship 
can only spur me on to greater adventures. 
 
Thank you 
Kind regards 
MD NTSOANE 
 
 
 



	  



	  



	  



	  



	  

	  


