
 1 

ASSOCIATION OF SURGEONS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
NEWSLETTER 
January 2010 

 
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
2009 has been an eventful year and as the 
Association of Surgeons of South Africa (ASSA) 
we want to highlight a few: 
   
 
Strategic Meeting 
 
The Executive committee of ASSA held its first 
strategic meeting at Wits Donald Gordon Medical 
Centre in Johannesburg on 21st November. 2009 
The meeting was chaired by Prof Martin Veller – 
chairman of ASSA. It was a highly successful 
meeting and it dealt with amongst other things, the 
challenges facing ASSA and its members. 
 
In brief the proceedings were as follows – The 
meeting was opened by Prof Martin Veller – 
Chairman of ASSA who outlined the purpose of the 
Strategic meeting and gave a brief synopsis of the 
day ahead. Prof Sats Pillay – President of ASSA 
gave a presentation on the history of ASSA, its exco 
and the challenges that ASSA has faced and is 
continuing to face.  
 

 
 
Prof Sats Pillay – President of ASSA delivering his 
speech at the Strategic Meeting 
 
Surgicom and SAPPF  
 
From the Private Practise perspective, Dr Jan Mook 
of Surgicom briefly outlined the challenges that face 
ASSA members in the private practice. 
He outlined numerous challenges that private 
practices pose particularly in the arena of re-
imbursement. He outlined the unfolding legal 
challenge with regards to this matter. The surgical 
Association and its sister bodies are engaged in 
fighting for our members rights. 

 

 
 
Dr Jan Mook – Surgicom and SAPPF presentation 
 
S.W.O.T Analysis. 
 
Exco members were split into smaller groups for a 
swot analysis of ASSA. Essentially the purpose of 
this session was to evaluate the strength, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to ASSA. 
 
Sub-groups of the exco members discussed each of 
the headings and came up with solutions and elected 
representative to present on behalf of the group. 
 
A way forward was charted and each member of 
exco was assigned a role going forward. Each 
subcommittee will report on its progress at the next 
exco meeting  
 

 
 
Prof Martin Veller leading the Strategic Meeting 
 
Registrar Society 
 
A registrar body called South Africa Society of 
Surgeons in Training (SASSIT) was formed in a 
meeting held at OR Tambo International Airport on 
24th October 2009. Dr Martin Brand was elected as 
the Chairman of SASSIT. The new body is affiliated 
to ASSA. Its main objective is to address the 
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concerns of all registrars amongst which training and 
mentoring is of major concern. 
 
Dr Sarah Asbury – Secretariat of SASSIT gave an 
overview of this new body to the exco and answered 
all queries and concerns from the exco members. 
 
At the end of her presentation, there was 
overwhelming endorsement of this new registrar 
body by the exco members. 
 
The first SASSIT recruitment evening will be taking 
place on the 9th February and will be called 
“Sanibona SASSIT” 
 
 
The Strategic meeting concluded its meeting with a 
very positive outlook after drawing a comprehensive 
plan forward for ASSA. as follows:- 
 
 
1. Steering Subcommittee:- 
      Prof S Pillay  President 
      Prof M Veller  Chairman 
      Prof B Warren Vice Chairman  
      Dr I Buccimazza Treasure  
      Dr Z Koto   Secretary 
 
Primary Objectives are as follows: - Membership -
Administration & Secretarial function - Finances -
Communication (internal & External) - Liaison with 
professional and statutory organisations. 
 
2. General Surge on Advocacy & Lobby 

Subcommittee:- 
      Prof L Mazwai  Co-chairman 
      Prof S Pillay   Co-chairman 
      Dr M Wellstead  Co-opted  
      Dr Wonga Matshoba  Co-opted 
       
Primary Objectives are as follows: - Develop ASSA’s 
influence at government and other levels - Give 
ASSA legitimacy (who we represent, what we 
represent etc.) - Communication with official 
structures (HPCSA, DoH etc.) - Monitor and respond 
to external factors affecting general surgery – SAMA.  
 
3. Academic & Scientific Subcommittee:- 
      Prof M Smith Chairman 
      Prof D Kahn  COS 
      Prof J Krige  Editor SAJS  
      Prof D Bizos Co-opted  
      Dr M Brand  SASSIT Representative 
 
Primary Objectives are as follows: - Congresses of 
ASSA, guidelines, programmes and interaction with 
other societies regarding congresses – South African 
Journal of Surgery – Surgical research – Training 
issues – Data collection. 
 
4. Patient Advocacy Subcommittee:- 
      Dr T Luvenga Chairmen 
      Dr T Ngcobo co-opted 
      Dr M Klippin  co-opted  
       

Primary Objectives are as follows: - Reduce surgical 
disease burden – Patient information and 
communication. 
 
5. Professional Standards Subcommittee:- 
      Dr E Panieri  Chairman 
      Dr E Loots  Co-opted 
      Dr T Hardcastle Co-opted 
      Dr J Leith  Co-opted 
 
Primary Objectives are as follows: - Peer review – 
Accreditation & credentialing – Advising on & 
management of professional infringements (e.g. ICU 
care) – Impact of other specialities on general 
surgery (e.g. lock of anaesthesia, training of family 
physicians etc.) – Promotion of effective and cost-
effective surgery. 
 
6. International Relations & Outreach 

Subcommittee:- 
      Prof K Boffard Chairman 
      Prof P Goldberg Co-opted 
      Dr K Baatjies Co-opted 
       
Primary Objectives are as follows: - International 
Surgical Society – Relationship with international 
surgical societies (e.g. ASGBI) – PAAS – Outreach 
into Africa. 
 
Exco Members enjoyed the dinner after this long day. 
 
 
Cosecsa Meeting 
 
The College of Surgeons of East and Southern Africa 
(COSECSA) held its annual meeting from 2 – 5th 
December 2009 in Kegoli, Rwanda. It was the 60th 
ASEA (Association of Surgeons of East Africa) and 
the 10th Cosecsa meeting. The meeting was well 
attended and ASSA sent delegates to this meeting as 
part of ASSA involvement in other sister 
organizations particularly in Africa. The meeting was 
opened by the President of Rwanda Paul Kgakgame 
who delivered the keynote addressing largely in 
support of surgeons in Africa and training. 
The Cosecsa meeting included both the scientific 
programme and the graduations ceremony. A 
number of papers were presented at this meeting 
 
What was intriguing was the level of support both 
financially and morally that the movement of Rwanda 
gave to this meeting.  
 
The next meeting is in December 2010 to be held in 
Uganda and for all ASSA members who are keen in 
attending and presenting papers in this meeting are 
most welcome. 
 
West African College of Surgeons (WACS) 
 
WACS is holding its Golden Anniversary Congress 
from 6th February to 13th February 2010 and will be 
hosted in Calaba – Nigeria. The meeting will be 
attended by a number of delegates from ASSA 
Executive. 
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ASSA Executive and its members congratulated 
WACS Executive and its members on there golden 
jubilee and wish WACS well for 2010. 
 
OSD  - (Occupation Specific Dispensation. 
 
OSD has finally been paid to most healthcare 
workers in the public sector. However a small 
number of intern’s via Principal medical officers have 
not received their lump payments. This matter is 
however receiving attention. ASSA is looking into this 
matter to ensure that its members receive a fare 
share of this. 
 
Press release - Cell Phones and Surgery  
 
A press release by the HPCSA regarding the use of 
cell phones by surgeons was investigated by ASSA. 
The following letter was received from Ms I T Metsing 
– Manager “The Executive committee of the Medical 
and Dental Professions Board in November 2009 
considered the press release by the HPCSA on cell 
phones and surgery. The committee RESOLVED 
that, surgeons be allowed to use the cell phones 
when a need arises during the operation of a patient. 
Further it was resolved that cell phones be used at 
the discretion of the surgeons, in the best and 
efficient way that will not compromise the patient. 
 

 
 
2010 – The Year of the World Cup 
 
 2010 is finally upon us. As ASSA we are ready to 
assist in everyway we can to make the soccer world 
cup a success for our country. 
Finally ASSA would like to take this opportunity in 
wishing all its members a prosperous 2010 and 
above all good health to all our members. 
 
 
Forthcoming Events  
 
The International chapter of European 
Hepatbilliary Society Congress will be held 
in Cape Town on 12th – 16th April 2011. This 
promise to be a great meeting and members 
of ASSA are urged to diarize this date and 
make preparations in time to attend this 
unique international meeting that will be held 
on our shores. 
 
. 
 
 

 
 

Watch this space for more news!!!!!!! 
 


